
Adventurer Shares Life Lessons Of Selling It All 
To Fund A 4-Year, 96,000-Mile Journey Across The 

World By Motorcycle -- On $25 A Day! 
 
Canadian adventurer Rene Cormier sold his house and his possessions, 
quit his job, said goodbye to family and friends, and did what many 
people dream of but few actually do: go on a global trip without setting a 
return date. At age 33 he left everything behind to see what the world has 
to offer. He drove off on his BMW motorcycle and didn’t return until 
logging 96,000 miles across 45 countries. He chronicles his four and a 
half-year journey across the world by motorcycle in his award winning 
book, The University of Gravel Roads: Global Lessons From A Four-
Year Motorcycle Adventure. 
 
Along the way he made daily friends, experienced stunning landscapes, 
drank tea with people in far off lands, and discovered universal truths 
about the world, life and himself. 
 
The independent traveler reveals how he: 
 

• Felt lighter, freer once he got rid of everything he owned, leaving 
his life in the rear-view mirror. 
• Taught himself to make routine maintenance, repairs, and change 
dozens of flat tires. 
• Found love on the open road and married a woman he met on his 
trip. 
• Feels fortunate living the authentic travel experience that 
backpackers crave. 
• Discovers what is truly important after seeing the world on just 
$25 a day. 
• Navigated rough roads through foreign terrain, not knowing the 
language or the culture, 
traversing diverse landscapes through all kinds of weather. 
• Met wonderful people daily who were eager to help in any way 
they could. 

 
The road warrior managed to complete his journey crash-free, though he 
did hit a deer, was shot at in the Utah desert (leaving a .22 caliber bullet 
in his gas tank), and escaped from gun-toting, corrupt border guards in 
Ethiopia. But he also did not run into trouble where everyone told him to 
expect it – no banditos in Mexico, no drug lords in Peru, and no mafia in 
Russia. 
 
The Canadian resident admits there were challenges during his journey. 



One such experience happened early on in Utah, when his bike was shot 
at. Another one happened at an Ethiopian checkpoint, where a drunken 
border guard, wearing only a wrap-around beach towel, insisted Cormier 
take a guard with him to the next town, ‘for safety reasons.’ “Drunk 
guards never make good travel companions,” says Cormier, who 
proceeded to race the BMW into the safety of the desert while the guard 
and his AK-47-wielding partner wobbled unsuccessfully after him. “They 
were looking for bribes,” says Cormier, ‘and I’m too cheap for that.” 
 
In writing of how he held his bike together, he said: “An international 
collection of mismatched bolts held the plastic bodywork on, and where 
they were missing, the job was left to trusty but unsightly cable ties. One 
of the side panniers leaked and my dry bag repair in Iran had failed. The 
rubber handgrips had almost worn through and most zippers on my 
clothes, the luggage, and my tent did not work. The bullet hole repair in 
the tank had held fast, though, and the bike – still without a nickname – 
had made the journey without once leaving me mechanically stranded on 
the side of the road.” 
 
“The motorcycle would be at home on dirt roads, highways, and trails,” 
writes Cormier. “It was faster than a bicycle, but not as hermetically 
sealed as a car. The limited carrying capacity forced the luggage down to 
its most basic elements, and any subsequent needs would be sorted out 
on the road with a healthy dollop of creativity.”  
 
He was able to live out his dream of a crazy, half-planned, under-funded 
motorcycle expedition. As he puts it: “There was no longer a house that 
required a job to pay for it, and no longer a job that kept me booked 50 
out of 52 weeks every year. I was left with a little bit of money and an 
extraordinary amount of time, my time, which was now open to be filled 
with whatever activities I wanted. It was like I had won a strange lottery, 
where each ticket cost $50,000, and I was the only one entered.” 
 
Cormier is embarking on another trip this spring, a 17-city United States 
speaking tour at BMW motorcycle dealerships. “The goal behind bringing 
my stories to other riders is to remind them that although there are 
inherent risks with any travel, we imagine them to be bigger and scarier 
than they actually are,” says Cormier. “I want to convince people of the 
overwhelming rewards of adventure travel by motorcycle.” 
 
Thanks to 17 local BMW motorcycle dealerships, he is bringing his 
fascinating story to their guests on how he pulled off the ride that most 
motorcyclists dream of. Speaking alongside the motorcycle that he rode 
for the trip, he will touch on planning, packing, logistics, and tales from 
the road that will convince would-be travelers to pack up and head out, 



either across the country or around the world.  
 
Autographed books will be available at the talks. 
 
His appearance schedule includes the following stops: 
 
Moon Motorsports, Monticello, MN 
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2014.  
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Mathias BMW Cycle Sales, New Philadelphia, OH 
Date: Saturday, February 8, 2014 
Time: 4pm - 6pm 
 
Hermy's BMW. Port Clinton, PA 
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2014 
Time: 1pm - 3pm 
 
Max's BMW Motorcycles, Brookfield, CT 
Date: Thursday, March 6th 
Time: 6pm - 8pm 
 
Cross Country BMW, Metuchen, NJ 
Date: Friday, March 7th 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Max's BMW Motorcycles, Hartford, CT 
Date: Saturday, March 8th 
Time: 10am - noon 
 
Morton's BMW Motorcycles, Fredericksburg, VA  
Date: Thursday, March 13, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
BMW Motorcycles of Roanoke Valley, Salem, VA 
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 
Time: 3pm - 5pm 
 
Eurosport BMW Motorcycles of Asheville, Asheville, NC 
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
BMW Motorcycles of Charlotte, Charlotte, NC 
Date: TBD 
 



Capital BMW, Raleigh, NC 
Date: Friday, March 21, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Carolina BMW, Greensboro, NC 
Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Pandora's BMW Motorcycles of Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 
Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Bloodworth Motorcycles, Nashville, TN 
Date: Saturday, April 5, 2014 
Time: 4pm - 6pm 
 
Alamo BMW, San Antonio, TX 
Date; Tuesday, April 15, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Lone Star BMW, Austin, TX 
Date: TBD 
 
Las Vegas BMW, Las Vegas, NV 
Date: Thursday, May 22, 2014 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 
 
Attendees of each of his globetrotter talks, 25 years or older with a valid 
motorcycle license, are welcome to enter a drawing for a guided 
motorcycle trip to South Africa and Namibia aboard a BMW motorcycle. 
 
The trip is sponsored by Cormier’s travel company, Renedian Adventures, 
www.renedian.com.  
 
For more information on the book, consult: 
www.universityofgravelroads.com. 
 


